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Overview 

 

 Ovid helps researchers, librarians, clinicians, and other 

healthcare professionals find important medical information so 

that they can make critical decisions to improve patient care, 

enhance ongoing research, and fuel new discoveries. 

 

 Partner with more than 150 information producers to provide 

a selection of current, premium resources aggregated 

on OvidSP 

http://www.ovid.com/site/about.jsp


Ovid resources include: 

 More than 6,000 ebooks and many book collections, including 

archive collections of critical historical material, as well as 

publisher and topical collections 

 Over 1,400 premium, peer–reviewed journals-with no 

embargoes (one exception, the journal Science has a 3–month 

embargo). Plus, dozens of journal collections, including 

archive collections and packages based on publisher or 

subject content 

 Over 100 bibliographic and full–text databases 

 



 Ovid content covers a wide range of core and niche 

scientific, medical, and healthcare disciplines including: 

 

 Medicine 

 Nursing & Health Professions 

 Behavioral Sciences 

 Basic Sciences 

 Humanities & Technologies 

 



Searching 

 Selecting Ovid Resources 

– Initial Selections 
 When you initially log in to 

Ovid, the default selection 

is Search. The Select 

Resource(s) to Search 

window is displayed. 

 
 You must select at least 

one resource to begin 

searching. However, you 

may navigate to Journals, 

Books, Multimedia, My 

Workspace, Links or Mobile 

without selecting a 

resource. 



Accessing Database Guides 

 
 To read about a specific 

resource, click on its 

Information  icon. Database 

guides are available from the 

initial selection window 

 

 

 

 

 

 And are also available from the 

Main Search page 

under Resource(s) selected. 



Evidence Base Medicine Reivew 

(EBMRS) in Ovid Database 



EBMR, Cochrane Central Register of Controlled Trials 

  bibliographic database of definitive controlled trial 

 

 CCTR contains over 300,000 bibliographic references to 

controlled trials in health care together with references to 

clinical trials identified by contributors to the Cochrane 

Collaboration in MEDLINE and EMBASE 



EBM Review, ACP Journal Club 

 ACP is part of Ovid's Evidence Based Medicine Reviews 

collection, and consists of two journals, ACP Journal Club, a 

publication of the American College of Physicians, 

and Evidence-Based Medicine, a joint publication of the 

American College of Physicians and the British Medical 

Journal Group. 

 

 ACP Journal Club contains the complete contents of the 

database dating back to 1991 



EBMR, Cochrane Database of Systematic Reviews 

 Full text of the regularly updated systematic reviews of the 

effects of healthcare prepared by The Cochrane 

Collaboration. 

 

 This database is updated online weekly 

 



EBMR, Cochrane Methodology Register Database 

 database of studies relevant to the methods of systematic 

reviews of healthcare and social interventions. 

 

  includes journal articles, book chapters, conference 

proceedings, conference abstracts and reports of ongoing 

methodological research.  

 contains over 9,000 bibliographic references to controlled 

trials in health care 

 This database is updated online quarterly 

 



EBMR, Database of Abstracts of Reviews of Effects 

 DARE is a full text database containing critical assessments of 

systematic reviews from a variety of medical journals. 

 

  DARE contains structured abstracts of systematic reviews 

from around the world. Its records cover topics such as 

diagnosis, prevention, rehabilitation, screening, and 

treatment. 



EBMR, Health Technology Assessment Database 

 Produced by the Centre for Reviews and Dissemination (CRD), 

the Health Technology Assessment database brings together 

details on ongoing health technology assessments (studies of 

the medical, social, ethical, and economic implications of 

healthcare interventions) 



EBMR, NHS Economic Evaluation Database 

  Funded by the Department of Health's NHS Research and 

Development Programme 

 

 The database contains records of ongoing projects being 

conducted by members of INAHTA as well as publications 

reporting completed technology assessments carried out by 

INAHTA members and other health technology assessment 

organizations 



 The abstracts in the database are descriptive rather than 

analytical and do not provide critical appraisals of the 

reports, as the reports have not been evaluated by reviewers 

from the Centre for Reviews and Dissemination. 

 

 Many different types of research are included in the HTA 

database, including systematic reviews and ongoing and 

completed research based on trials, questionnaires and 

economic evaluations 



EBMR, Cochrane DSR, ACP Journal Club and DARE 

 This multifile database allows you to search simultaneously 

the three Evidence Based Medicine Reviews databases: 

 

– ACP Journal Club 

– Cochrane Database of Systematic Reviews (CDRE) 

– Database of Abstracts of Reviews of Effects (DARE) 

 



EBMR, Cochrane DSR, ACP Journal Club, DARE, CCTR, CMR, HTA and 

NHSEDDD 

 This multifile database allows you to search simultaneously the seven 
Evidence Based Medicine Reviews databases: 

 
– ACP Journal Club 

–        

– Database of Abstracts of Reviews of Effects 

– Cochrane Central Register of Controlled Trials 

–    

– Health Technology Assessment 

– Cochrane Database of Systematic Reviews 

–    

– National Health Service Economic Evaluation 

– Cochrane Methodology Register 



Changing Resource Selections 

 

 You can change your Ovid Resources at any time throughout your session 

by clicking Change next to n Resource(s) selected. 

 

 



Search the Way You Like  Basic Search - Enter a complete 
question or phrase stated in plain 
English—no need for complex syntax! 
Our proprietary Natural Language 
Processing algorithm returns full text, 
multimedia and open access results 
ranked by relevancy.  

 Find Citation - Only know part of a 
bibliographic citation? Enter values for 
specific fields, such as DOIs and other 
unique identifiers. 

  Search Tools - Use specific tools, 
including permuted index, explode, 
trees, scope notes, and more. 

  Search Fields - Search a database 
using one or more criteria, including 
abstracts, author name, ISSN, and 
many more. Display the fields you use 
the most in the My Fields tab.  

 Advanced Search - Search full text and 
multimedia using controlled vocabulary 
terms or command line syntax for 
greater focus and precision. 

  Multi-Field Search - Combine search 
terms using multiple search fields in 
one step 



Basic Search 

  The most effective way to do a Basic 

Search is to write your queries in natural 

language, such as What is the effect of low 

thyroid function on heart failure, because 

Ovid uses natural language processing to 

interpret your query. 

 

 Include Related Terms 
– Selecting Include Related Terms allows you 

to expand your original search criteria with 

word variations, synonyms and acronyms. 

This powerful strategy removes the need 

for the redundant search of similar terms. 

For example, if you enter the search term 

“child” and Include Related Terms is 

selected, Ovid will also search for: 

children, childhood, kids, and kid. 

 Include Multimedia 
– Selecting Include Multimedia allows you to 

include videos, audio files and images in 

your results. These are excluded by default 

in Basic Search. 

 
 

 



Viewing Results Records 

 
 The Results Display has the 

following components: 

–  List of results, including 

multimedia, which meet your 

search criteria. 

–  Results Tools which allow you 

to view the details of your 

search, and to apply filtering 

criteria. 

–  Options which allow you to 

Print, Email, Export or add 

results to My Projects. 

–  Open Access Results which add 

extra Full Text sources from 

Medknow and PubMed Central 

 



Multimedia Results 

 
 By default, Ovid displays a 

link to your multimedia 

results above the text 

results. 

 

 To view multimedia results 

only, take one of the 

following options: 

 

– Click the See more 

multimedia results link. 

(a) 

– In the View By tool, click 

Multimedia. (b) 



Open Access Results 

 
 When you run a search in 

Basic Search mode on a 

database containing medical 

content, the Open Access 

Results pane appears on the 

right side of the window. It 

shows the first few results 

from Open Access sources. 

 

 To view the complete list of 

Open Access results and to 

work with individual results, 

click the View All Open 

Access Results link at the 

bottom of the pane.  



Find Citation 

 
 Ovid's Find Citation mode lets 

you submit fielded data to 

retrieve specific journal article 

citations. 

 

 Note:  

 Truncation is available in all Find 

Citation fields. Type fewer than four 

characters followed by the $ symbol 

to increase the scope of your search 

in a field. For example, type ang$ 

into the Title field, and Ovid 

retrieves citations with titles that 

contain the terms Angola, 

angiostrongylus, angiogenesis, and so 

on. 

 



Search Tools 

 
 Ovid provides tools that let you 

discover more about the 

relationship between terms and 

subjects within the context of the 

database from which you conduct 

a search. 

 

 Ovid applies the tool to the term 

to discover additional subjects or 

concepts. In our example, Ovid 

opens the Mapping Display and 

shows the term obesity in context 

with subject headings of the 

database. 



 Ovid offers the following discovery tools: 

 

Tree Lets you see your term or phrase within a hierarchical structure of contexts 

based upon the controlled vocabulary of the database. 

Permuted Index Lets you see your single-word search term within contexts of similar terms, 

related terms, and used-for terms that display in a hierarchical structure based 

upon the controlled vocabulary of the database. 

Scope Note Displays information about indexed terms that can help you find other subjects 

for your search. 

Explode Expands the search results of terms entered and include more specific related 

topics. 

Subheadings Associated terms that focus a search to a specific aspect of a subject heading. 

http://site.ovid.com/site/help/documentation/osp/en/Content/subjsrch.htm#tree
http://site.ovid.com/site/help/documentation/osp/en/Content/subjsrch.htm#ptx
http://site.ovid.com/site/help/documentation/osp/en/Content/subjsrch.htm#scopet
http://site.ovid.com/site/help/documentation/osp/en/Content/subjsrch.htm#explode
http://site.ovid.com/site/help/documentation/osp/en/Content/subjsrch.htm#subht


Tree 

 
– Ovid displays the term in the contextual display of the Tree when you type 

a term and select the tree tool from the Search Tools tab. 

 

– The tree display highlights your subject heading term in the first conceptual 

context to which it applies. It provides a visual means of browsing through 

the indexed vocabulary for broader and narrower terms. 

 

– Terms within the display are arranged according to their relationship to 

your term. For example, beneath the subject heading term obesity is listed 

narrower, related terms: Obesity Hypoventilation Syndrome, Obesity, 

Morbid, and Prader-Willi Syndrome. Numbers in the Hits column indicate 

the number of records that have been indexed with those terms. 

 



 



 To retrieve records: 

 
– Select the boxes of terms that interest you. 

– Choose whether you want to explode or focus the search. 
 Explode: Expand results to include records about the broader topic and all related topics. 

 Focus: Retrieve only those results that pertain to the subject heading. 

– Choose a Boolean operator from the pull-down menu. 
 OR: Retrieves results that contain at least one of the selected subject headings. 

 AND: Retrieves only those results that contain all selected subject headings. 

– Click the Continue button. 



Permuted Index 
  If you are uncertain about the 

exact wording of a subject 

heading, use the Permuted Index 

to find what you want. Unlike the 

tree or thesaurus tools, Ovid's PTX 

tool utilizes single-word search 

terms. 

 

 Do not type multi-word terms into 

the permuted index 

tool. Ovid displays an error 

message. 

 

 Ovid shows you the term in the 

contextual display of the 

permuted index when you type a 

single-word term and select the 

permuted index tool from 

the Search Tools tab. 

 



Scope Notes 

 
 

 When you type a term or phrase and 

select the Scope Notes tool from 

the Search Tools tab, Ovid displays the 

scope note information. 

 Scope notes are available only in 

databases that produce them for their 

vocabulary. 

 If you do not enter a valid subject 

heading, Ovid maps to one for you. 

 Scope notes provide the following 

additional information about indexed 

terms of a database: 

– Definition of the term within the context 

of the database 

– When the term was first indexed 

– Used-for terms and see-terms 

– How a term was indexed previously in the 

database 

 



Explode 

 

 Ovid retrieves results 

immediately and posts 

them to your search 

history when you type a 

term and select the 

explode tool from 

the Search Tools tab. 

 

 



Subheading Display 

 

 Some databases allow you 

to apply subheadings to 

pinpoint a specific aspect 

of a subject heading 

concept. When you type a 

subject heading and select 

the subheading tool from 

the Search 

Tools tab, Ovid shows you 

the term in the contextual 

display of the database 

thesaurus. 



Search Fields 

 
 Apply fields to a 

search statement (or 

field a search) and 

restrict Ovid's search 

to only the text of the 

fields indicated. 

 

 Click the plus/ minus 

(+/-) button to add/ 

remove the field to 

the "My Fields" Area. 



Work Productivity Tools 

 Search History –Easily identify how you conducted your search; display, 

delete, or save individual search terms. 

  Limits – Use search Limits to bring greater focus to your searches. Fine-

tune by star ranking, subject, author, and other criteria.  

 Search Results Tools and Functionality Instantly view and sort results 

according to multiple criteria. Plus, Ovid’s de-duplication technology 

eliminates repetitive results automatically.  

 Citation Management Options – Select a preferred style—such as Ovid, 

Chicago, MLA, and many others—when viewing, printing, or exporting to 

your citation manager.  

 Annotations – Easily attach notes to a citation or search result for future 

reference.  





Content Alerting Tools 

 AutoAlerts –Receive saved searches via email or RSS 

automatically whenever new articles matching your search 

criteria become available.  

 

 eTOCs – Automatically receive notices via email or RSS when 

tables of contents for new journal issues are available. 



Conduct More of Your Research Work within Ovid 

 MyWorkspace 

–  This feature combines search, discovery, and document and research 

management into a single online destination, dramatically increasing 

your online work productivity. 

 
 • Comprised of My Projects, My eTOCs, and My Saved Searches/Alerts 

• Save documents and findings—including articles, videos, URLs, images, audio podcasts 

and more  

• Organize the all materials found through Ovid into research projects  

• Simply upload your eTOCs and saved searches 



Appendix 

  ACP Journal Club (ACP) 

  Cochrane Central Register of Controlled Trials (CCTR) 

  Cochrane Database of Systematic Reviews (COCH) 

  Cochrane Methodology Register Database (CMR) 

  Database of Abstracts of Reviews of Effects (DARE) 

  Health Technology Assessment Database (HTA) 

  National Health Service Economic Evaluation Database 

(NHSEED) 
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